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The Beer Dude

May the winter drought have been assuaged big-time by now, but as I write, there’s not much hope on the horizon.  Anyway, I hope our Sectional ad made it into this issue/that you’ve seen it on our/D21’s website.  It’s the 1st weekend – pair games noon & 6PM Sat, teams 11 & 4:30 Sun. Also, if you age 55+ folx see this by 2/25, join us for the ACBL-wide Senior Pairs Mon 2/27 – normal $4 club fee, hand record & analysis booklets after – 12:15 @ Arlington Clubhouse. 
Jan Unit games drew a combined 12 tables (7.5 on Fri; 4.5 on Sunday).  Monterey Regional certainly cut the Fri crowd; Santa Clara Sectional hurt the Sun game – such is our fate.  Fri game cashers: Joyce Burks-Grace Uyeno shot 65.7% to whup ’em all, then: Art & Joanne Cobeen 2A/1B; Ben Grubel-Ara Hammond 3A; Dexter Hodes-Gordon Libby 4A/2B; Max Juni & me 5A; “E & J” 3B; & Bill Jolly-Trudie Sinclair 4B. Sunday saw a tie for 1st btwn Gordon Libby-“H” & the Denyvens; Dennis Dunn-Kim Yatim (thanx for coming over from 499!) 1B; Tom-McKelvey-John Santibanes (thanx for coming from SF!) 3A; & Ben-Veda 2B (welcome back, Veda after a long absence)!  Duke it out days in March are Fri 2nd & Sun 25th.
Alohas & rank changes: No “aloha oes”; but welcome new members Marcin Majda, Ercan Turken, & George Wright, plus transfer-in Nancy Voils from West LA.  Up the rank ladder go Ken Berniker & Chuck Grant to Silver LM (>1K), Kathy Moreno to NABC Master (>200), Antony Lee to Sectional Master (50+), & Ann Dunipace to Club Master (20+).  
Club stuff: Elazar (aka Les) Friedman was the Jan MP champ – maybe it’s time for him to transfer into U497; he lives in Berkeley.  Best % games:  Wen Yen Leong-Susie Wiebe 69.05 on Mon; Eric & Max 71.39 on Wed; & Joyce Burks-Grace Uyeno 65.7 on Fri.  March Club Championship day is Fri the 16th.  Sad news: Marge Votto, who’d not made an appearance in 3 yrs or more, passed away late January – she was a Live Oak regular for a long time, & played in a lot of Unit Games thru the early 00’s.  
Our website FINALLY has been fixed! KUDOS to Andrew Gumperz for letting us glom onto his server & assisting w/the transformation. being the new host!  He’s also help(ed/ing) redesign the ads & schedule.  He’s my idea of the best of both worlds – an excellent bridge player & a much better computer geek than I am,  not to mention that he allows his kids to caddy @ our Sectional & BBQ Swiss team games.  Also, KUDOS to Grant Robinson for upgrading D21’s website & making it easier to find stuff.  Websites by nature are perpetual works in progress – old stuff goes (or gets archived, just in case it may become relevant within applicable statutes of limitations); new stuff gets added.  A webmaster’s primary job is to make info easily accessible to the viewer – technology has evolved to make it a helluva lot easier than it was 15 years ago       
Good luck in Memphis if you go to the NABC’s; ditto for picking the outcome of March Madness (which ends in April) if you’re like I am & pop a few shekels into a poll or 2!
www.berunit497.org has our latest news & game results – tweak beerman1949@gmail.com to brag/gripe/question.  
